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INTRODUCTION


In the book of Hosea, we learn from a prophet whose marriage reflected the unfaithful relationship of Israel with God. In spite of the unfaithfulness of Israel and Hosea’s spouse, God and Hosea continue to demonstrate what perfect love truly is. Because of this expression of such great love, we can more readily visualize what Paul would later describe in words in 1 Corinthians 13. Let us see what we can learn about the perfect expression of love. I want you to draw a contrast to modern expressions of love compared to what we learn from God.

I.
HOSEA’S LOVE FOR GOMER A PICTURE OF GOD’S LOVE FOR ISRAEL
1.
Hosea chooses Gomer to be his wife; God chooses Abraham and descendants.
2.
Children’s names represent Gomer’s unfaithfulness & reflect Israel’s rebellion.

(1)
Jezreel—“scattered”; the place of Jehu’s massacre of Ahab and his family at God’s direction but demanding judgment because of his doing the same things.

Implication #1: Gomer is giving scattered attention to her son and Hosea. 

Impication #2: Punishment comes to those who give little attention to God.

(2) Lo-Ruhamah—“no mercy”; God will not be merciful to the unfaithful. 

Implication #1: Hosea doubts he is the father & may show no mercy or love. 
Implication #2: God is angry with His people who wander away and are unfaithful to Him. He will show no mercy or love for them during judgment.
(3) Lo-Ammi—“not my people”; they have given themselves to others.

Implication #1: Gomer has left Hosea for temple prostitution; child not his!

Implication #2: Israel has gone after other gods; they no longer worship God.

3. Diseased and deserted by all, Gomer is desperate; Israel finds no help from gods.

4. Hosea buys her back from the temple; God does the same for Israel (Hos. 3:1-5).
5. Perfect love never fails & never gives up hope that the beloved will return.

God’s love for His people is perfect. Thus, Hosea’s love for Gomer must reflect this same perfection. It is highly risky to marry someone who comes from a pagan past. That is what Hosea does; and the price is high. It is a picture of what God did in calling out a people from a rebellious world. The price He paid was high—the Cross!
II.
WHAT PERFECT LOVE IS TO PAUL IN 1 CORINTHIANS 13
1. Love is patient—Hosea hopes his wife will realize who truly loves her.
2. Love is kind—Hosea buys her back even though she is a broken person.

3. Love is not rude or self-seeking or easily angered and keeps no list of wrongs—Hosea put Gomer’s interests & the interests of his children above his own.

4. Love protects, trusts, hopes, always perseveres—Hosea, with God’s guidance, sought to do these things for Gomer.

5. Love never fails—Hosea did not give up on Gomer and sought to restore her.

In both the OT and the NT, God loves us perfectly and desires that we love Him faithfully. Paul’s abstract words tell us what perfect love is. Hosea shows what it is!

CONCLUSION


Although we cannot begin to understand how Hosea could love and treat unfaithful Gomer so well, we can see how far short we fall of having perfect love—toward God, toward our spouse, toward our children, toward our parents, toward our fellowman. Let us strive to improve our love relationships so that our love will never fail!

“We are one in the bond of love; We are one in the bond of love.
We have joined our spirit with the Spirit of God; We are one in the bond of love.

Let us sing now, everyone; Let us feel His love begun. 

Let us join our hands that the world will know We are one in the bond of love.”

